of character, Cicero's historical role, especially at the time of the Catilinarian conspiracy and in the final confrontation with Mark Antony, has generally been admired. He found influential defenders in high places at an early time. The emperor Augustus, who had had a hand in Cicero's proscription, later described him as 'a learned man and lover of his country' (Plutarch, Cicero 49.3), a pronouncement consistent with Augustan propaganda of 'the restoration of the republic'; and the emperor Claudius wrote a defense of Cicero in response to a work by Asinius Gallus in which the orator had been unfavorably compared to Gallus' father, Pollio (Suetonius, Claudius 41 ). In modern times, the effort of the great German historian, Theodor Mommsen, to discredit and dishonor Cicero in his Riimische Geschichte of 1856, while exalting Julius Caesar to heroic status, has not, in the long run, succeeded. 3 Over the course of the centuries, however, the controversy more frequently concerned 'Ciceronianism,' a matter of rhetorical, stylistic, and linguistic imitation rather than ideology and politics.
The first modern account of Cicero's legacy was Rafael Sabbadini's La Storia del Ciceronianismo of 1885; better known has been Tadeusz Zielinski's Cicero im Wandel der Jahrhunderte (1897; 1908) . 4 About the same time J. E. Sandys was publishing his splendid History qf Classical Scholarship in three volumes, containing hundreds of references to Cicero from throughout western history.5 Among older discussions in English is that by John C. Rolfe, whose short book, Cicero and His lrifluence, appeared in the series 'Our Debt to Greece and Rome' in 1923. 6 Rolfe cites numerous striking statements in praise of Cicero
